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Editors Ramblings 

 

The May Bank holiday at the end of the month proved to be 

the first outing for the BBQ.  Food provided by the club and 

we had 16 members partaking.  Flying was a little hampered by 

the wind but it was 

not strong enough to 

keep us on the ground.  

Thanks to Steve for managing the 

cooking, nobody succumbed!  

Malcolm Emms took some good 

photos which he posted onto the 

club Facebook page. 

 

The next outing for the BBQ will be 

Silent Night on Tuesday 18th June.  This is the first Silent Night of the 

year and will be held at Newground with electric only flying until it gets 

dark (no ic flying after 6:00pm).  This is a departure from previous years as 

we are trying a Tuesday event to see if the attendances increase.  Bring 

your own food for the BBQ, please.  The Silent Night event will be repeated 

in August if you have to miss it. 

 

Colin Hooper 

cmfc.colin@gmail.com 

 

Club Matters 

Hi everyone  

I’m the new secretary at CMFC.  You could say I’m a relatively new 
member at the club only just joining in October 2018.  Some of you may 
have seen me flying at Pednor but I don’t think any of the Newground 
flyers have seen me as I currently fly (sigh) quadcopters (a.k.a drones).   

At this point I would like to thank the club to accommodating the flying of quadcopters.  
It is only one of three clubs (and the best [can I say that ed?]) within a 15-mile radius of 
where I live. Pednor is a great spot to fly and it’s nice to see the passers by take an 
interest in quad flying in a positive way…Of course I do not endorse any quad flying that 
does not comply with the CAA, BMFA or Dronecode. 

One of the reasons why I chose to start with quads is videos on youtube with the first 
person view (FPV) and action cam footage of “racing”, “freestyle” and “Long range” 
flying.  Also, the size which allows me to sneak them by the other half!  I now have 
around [redacted] (just in case she ever reads the newsletter) quad’s with the majority 
built by myself.  I’m a person that finds it important to understand the parts of a quad, 
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so I least I have a chance to fault find…. although ready to fly (RTF) Quads are built 
really well these days and sometimes cheaper without compromising on quality parts.  

Building is one thing, flying is totally another.  Since joining the club I started training to 
use a quad in “angle/stability” mode which restricts the angle of pitch and roll and also 
self levels.  For the multirotor A test you need to fly in “acro” mode which does not 
restrict the quad or self levels.  I like to say that I’m progressing quite well but there are 
times where I dump the quad into the nicely ploughed outer field on a nice Winter, 
Spring and summers day which then sometimes turns the quad into a mudball...But I 
think this where quads can be a bit forgiving.  The frame is built from carbon, the 
electronics are somewhat protected and the props are plastic which means 9 times out 
of 10 you can be up and running after cleaning all the mud/grass off followed by a quick 
safety check.  However, it never hurts to have a spare or two.   My main quads that I fly 
practicing for my “Multi-rotor A test” are a 3 inch and a 5inch with the inch relates to 
the prop size.  The 3 inch does not have any kind of first-person view (FPV) but my 
5inch and other quads do.   

Once I have completed my A-test I plan to start learning fixed wing with a plan/project 
to build delta wing with similar electronics and FPV to a quad.  Looking at the club’s 
fleet of fixed wings and helicopters I can appreciate the completely different skillset 
and time spent on building planes from scratch. 

Lastly I’m by no means and expert in quads but if you ever want to talk about them 
shoot me a mail. 

Right I have to sign off now as I’m currently building a new quad that will hopefully 
outrun Geoff’s “Easy Street” 

Take it easy, Kevin (Secretary) 
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Summary of Club Events in the next quarter 

 

June 18
th

 Silent Night @ Newground „til dusk (Tuesday) 

July 16
th

 Committee meeting @ WHC, 20:00 (Tuesday) 

August 20
th

 Silent Night @ Newground „til dusk (Tuesday) 

  

 

Membership Report 

We welcomed Dan and Paul Crisu into the club last month.  

Both are trainees and have made some impressive starts on 

the trainers.  We hope that your skies will always be blue and 

that you enjoy flying with us.   

A special mention to a returning to flight member, Hunter 

Adair.  It has been a long time but we are glad to see you flying again. 

Pednor Report 

A good effort was made to make the bench seating brick piers 

more secure by cementing the bricks.  The paving slab steps 

into the field were lifted, brick retainers installed and the 

slabs relaid with mortar.  Combined with the freshly painted 

field gate, a fetching shade of green, the area is looking very 

smart. 

Geoff Wyrill 

Newground Report 

Newground had a very successful work party to tidy up the 

field for the summer season. We got off to a really good 

start, but then it started to rain. A very big thanks to Steve 

Bull as he managed to get the patch completely rolled 

regardless of the rain (he was absolutely soaked), the rest of 

the work party managed to get the shelter and some fence panels painted 

just leaving a few areas to finish off. We will need another work party in 

the better weather to finish these jobs, and others. 

 

We all owe a big thanks to the mowing team, Steve Bull, Richard Ginger and 



Chesham Model Flying Club       June 2019                    Page 5 of 9 

Colin Hooper for their time keeping our patch in tip top condition. Dick Horn 

has played his part in keeping the out field regularly cut. Austen Pearce has 

been very busy with the strimmer tidying the areas that the mower cannot 

get to. We all owe a big thanks to all the volunteers who give up their time 

to keep the field in good condition. 

Peter Hodge 

Chairman's Soapbox 

VEHICLE SAFETY AT NEWGROUND 

 

As the holiday season is approaching, seeing increased canal traffic, it could mean more 

vehicles parked by the canal bridge. Please take extra care, and remember Newground Road 

has the national speed limit of 60mph, which some idiots take full advantage of. 

 

COULD THIS BE YOU ? – GENTLE REMINDER TIME. 

1. Member Steve Triggs, a regular visitor to Newground  has mentioned the following in 

an email to me: - 

Over the last few months he has picked up a lot of cigarette butts, cable ties, pvc tape 

and general bits of rubbish deposited along the path between the container and the 

shelter. 

I too have retrieved several plastic bottles thrown in the adjoining hedge. 

Please do your best to take any rubbish home with you, or put it in the rubbish bin just 

inside the container.  

2. It has been also brought to my attention that not all pilots are standing together on the 

„Angled Pilots Line‟ off the windsock corner of the patch. 

This, together with the „Aircraft Park‟ and „No Fly Zone‟ is clearly identified on the 

laminated photo map displayed both in the shelter and on the notice board in the 

container. The guidance shown came about after much debate regarding pilot box/ 

start up area (pits line), and safe aircraft parking / spectator position. 

ALL flying should take place in front of you, (not behind), to maximise safety of other 

flyers in the pits and other members and spectators in the „No fly zone‟. 

 

JUNIOR MEMBERS WANTED 

 
It has been spoken about many times recently in our club, - the lack of youngsters joining  

our club and the sport of model flying generally, favouring computer games, social media 

etc. as a leisure activity/hobby. As many youngsters are not developing craft skills linked  

to engineering, carpentry and the like, they are not attracted to building model aircraft. 

With many aircraft available as ARTF, fewer existing model flyers are favouring building  

from a kit, or indeed a plan by sourcing their own materials. There are exceptions, notably  

Richard Ginger the club‟s Chief Instructor and several others including recently re-joined  

founder member Dave Baverstock. Dave is keen to help in the quest to attract new  

youngsters to take up the sport, in particular heading up a „workshop‟to get them started. 

 

Here then, after my contact with Dr. Challoners Grammar School, and Chesham Grammar  

School is the transcript of the e-mail I sent to both schools. 

 



Chesham Model Flying Club       June 2019                    Page 6 of 9 

 
My name is Dave Humphrey – Chairman of Chesham Model Flying Club 
You may recall that several weeks ago I phoned you regarding an idea being 
proposed by our club member Dave Baverstock.  He is a founder member of the 
club, recently re-joining after several years of building up his own business 
Hydropack Ltd. and gaining his private pilot’s licence. He has owned several full 
size aircraft and after selling his latest Piper PA 28, has reverted back to building 
and flying his own model aircraft, - both fixed wing and helicopters. 
 
His idea is inspired by the lack of young members joining our club or the sport of 
model flying in general. 
 
The idea is this:- 
Dave Baverstock is willing and able to organise a ‘workshop’ where those 
interested would get to build a radio controlled model aircraft from a kit through 
to seeing the model fly at one of our flying sites, - and being inspired to join our 
club and be taught all there is to know about radio controlled model flying. 
 
Dave Baverstock would supply the kits and tools etc. necessary to build and 
complete the model. 
 
Obviously a suitable evening venue would have to be sought; - could be The 
Whitehill Centre for instance. If there is an initial interest in the idea, then he 
would be willing to visit the school to explain more. 
 
You can see all about the Club on our website:- 
www.chmfc.co.uk 
 
I also attach a file of Dave Baverstock and his 
large Piper cub aircraft pictured at our 
Newground flying site.  
 
I am acting on behalf of Dave Baverstock, so for 
the time being any reply to this message should 
be to me at my email address:- 
davedesign@btinternet.com 
 
Kind regards ------Dave Humphrey 

 

 Instructors’ Corner 

 

A warm welcome to our new members and to those returning after a 

break from modelling activities.  A reminder that formal training takes 

place at Newground from around 10 – 10:30 am on Saturdays until 

around 1 – 1:30 pm and this is by PRIOR arrangement with the Duty 

Instructor; please do not turn up unannounced and expect “someone” to 

give you a session!  Please remember that all our instruction and use of 

http://www.chmfc.co.uk/
mailto:davedesign@btinternet.com
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equipment is free and that our Instructors give their time so that pupils can learn or 

refresh their skills in a relaxed but structured environment. 

 

We are always asked what model/radio gear to buy and you are perfectly entitled to buy 

whatever you want.  However, there is not much point in asking for advice if you then go 

out and buy something which is clearly not suitable!  All our Club Trainers are of a 

decent size and able to take the odd knock.  They are not toys and will handle a moderate 

breeze.  It is no coincidence that most trainers look similar, although there are subtle 

differences, particularly with wing section.  Spend your money wisely and do not be 

tempted to buy a complete package more suited to “park” flying.  Get a radio that will 

serve you for several models and with a minimum of six channels.  Above all, for God‟s 

sake READ the manual – your radio must be your servant and not vice versa!! 

 

The Seagull Arising Star is suitable for either electric or i/c power and is a very stable 

basic trainer.  The Max Thrust Riot is probably the best of the electric trainers because it 

is of a reasonable size and will handle a breeze, plus it comes virtually complete.  We do 

not allow people to fly “solo” unless they have been tested on their own model; clearly it 

is essential to learn the basic skills first and this usually means several sessions on a Club 

trainer. “Solo” means you are considered safe to fly without supervision and this entails 

being able to get the model up and down safely and reasonably accurately; above all, you 

must know and adhere to our site rules, all of which are common sense.  It is very easy to 

acquire bad habits, poor flight and pits discipline.  All of us make mistakes, this is very 

much a “hands on” activity and the learning curve never stops. 

 

The most difficult part of any flight (assuming you have managed to take off in a 

controlled manner) is a decent, smooth landing.  Trainers will fly at a ridiculously slow 

speed and do not “tip stall”.  This is an expression which many people use without 

actually understanding its causes and there is a great deal of “fake news” out there!  

Learn to bring your model in at the correct height, on the right line and at the right speed 

and if it‟s a trike undercarriage try to land it gently on the back wheels slightly before the 

nose wheel.  This is what a full sized “trike” has to do or disaster ensues.  Once you have 

mastered the basic controls, including throttle management, there is no point in flying 

around at 300 feet where you are merely delaying the inevitable!  

 

Above all, enjoy your flying!! 

 

RG 

 Safety Officer's Corner 
  
This month‟s topic is Flightline etiquette.  I realise that I 

have covered this subject before but I think it‟s time that I 

updated it. 

 

Starting with the approach to the flightline. 

Planes must not be taxied out unrestrained if there are any other pilots 

flying, please either push or carry the model to the dotted line. 
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Before take-off. 

 Making sure that you are positioned next to the person flying, so that 

communication can be made and heard, you will ask the pilot if it‟s alright 

to take off.  He may give his permission to proceed, however he may 

indicate that he‟s about to land possibly within the next circuit in which case 

it‟s prudent to wait until he‟s done so. 

During your flight. 

Announce to the other pilots your intentions ie:  “Taking off” or “Landing” 

loudly enough that they can hear you, equally listen out for any of their 

instructions.  Another important point, please stand still when flying, it‟s a 

bad habit to start wandering when flying and distracting to the other pilots. 

Landing. 

When your plane has landed it‟s important to clear the patch as quickly as 

possible.  If your model is capable, taxi it to the edge of the patch but not 

directly towards the other pilots.  If the engine has stopped or not able to 

taxi you must ask the permission of the other pilots if you can enter the 

patch to retrieve it.  If you are flying an electric model and you have to enter 

the patch to retrieve, do not start to disconnect the battery until you have 

reached the pitline, you need to be on the patch for the shortest time 

possible as it‟s a dangerous environment.  Once retrieved call out “patch 

clear” 

I hope these tips will be useful to you in the future. 

On a more personal level, I‟d like to thank the guys who helped get my 

foamie eagle to fly.  I have to say it‟s been a while since we had such a 

laugh trying to get such a stupid model to fly, but persistence paid off and it 

looked quite impressive, even fooling a red kite! 

My next challenge is a paramotor, it‟s got a 2.4m Chute and is 

(unfortunately) electric.  I know I‟ve been disparaging in the past about 

electric models but I‟m now enjoying my slice of humble pie! 

Lastly thanks to all that attended our recent BBQ, hopefully we‟ll do even 

better with the August Bank Holiday one. 

Safe flying. 

Steve 
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Flying Times  

Pednor  

Power Monday, Thursday and Friday: - 9am to 1pm  

Power Saturday: - 9am to 2pm  

Gliders/Electric Any daylight hours  

Newground  

Power Monday to Saturday: - 9am to 7pm  

Sunday & Bank Holidays: - 10am to 6pm  

Electric Any daylight hours 
Club Training 

 
Remember that training currently takes place at Newground with either Dave Anderson, 

Simon Adams Austen Pearce or Richard Ginger.  You will need to contact the designated 

trainer by the Thursday to confirm your interest.  If the weather is looking poor for the 

Saturday, a call will save you travelling to find training has been cancelled.   

 
Month Date Trainer 

June 1 Dave Anderson 

 8 Simon Adams 

 15 Austen Pearce 

 22 Richard Ginger 

 29 Dave Anderson 

July 6 Simon Adams 

 13 Austen Pearce 

 20 Richard Ginger 

 27 Dave Anderson 

August 3 Simon Adams 

 10 Austen Pearce 

 17 Richard Ginger 

 24 Dave Anderson 

 31 Simon Adams 
Committee 

Chairman Dave Humphrey 07855 181230  davedesign@btinternet.com 

Treasurer Steve Langbridge 01494 863949  treasurer@chmfc.co.uk 

Membership Colin Hooper 07749 891465  membership@chmfc.co.uk 

NG Groundsman Pete Hodge 01494 785143  brendahodge@talktalk.net 

Pednor Groundsman Geoff Wyrill 07748 145779  g.wyrill@gmail.com 

Safety  Steve Bull 07801 966612  flysteve12@gmail.com 

Secretary Kevin Lambi 07769 341229  secretary@chmfc.co.uk 

  

Instructors 

Richard Ginger 01296 688030 

Dave Anderson 01494 583127 

Simon Adams 07970 409831 

Austen Pearce 07842 149855 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Colin Hooper 07749 891465 cmfc.colin@gmail.com 

mailto:cmfc.colin@gmail.com

